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Commissioners elevate county status to red; new restrictions in place

KOKOMO, IN — Effective immediately, Howard County will elevate from Orange to Red status
due to an increasingly significant spread of COVID-19 among residents. All county citizens and
businesses are advised to adhere to the red level of restrictions as outlined in Gov. Eric
Holcomb’s executive order.

The Howard County Board of Commissioners today signed an ordinance to this effect based on
the strong recommendation of the Howard County Health Officer and officials from the
county’s two hospitals, and the support of the Mayor, the Common Council and the City of
Kokomo.

“It is our recommendation, collectively with other health care professionals, that we move from
Orange to Red under the Governor’s emergency order. This effort to reduce spread will require
the participation of all Howard County citizens. We sincerely appreciate all the sacrifices that
are being made,” said Dr. Emily Backer, Howard County Health Officer.

Paul Wyman, president of the Howard County Commissioners, said there is a significant
increase in hospitalizations and death.

“Howard County, like many other counties around the state, is in a difficult moment with the
COVID-19 virus. Since our press conference on November 22, our 10-day positive case average
has jumped from 61 per day to 100, including 12 deaths. Hospitalizations have doubled and our
unique positivity rate is now 23 percent,” Wyman said. “These are impactful numbers. We must
take them seriously. We are asking everyone in our community to please join our efforts to



slow this spread. We must all work together to ensure our hospitals and health care system
does not get overrun.

“By working together, this will allow local businesses to remain open and keep the local
economy alive. The change to red status sends a clear message to the community that
everyone needs to be more diligent in taking all necessary safety precautions,” he added.

Mayor Moore and the City Council support going to Red. “I along with the Common Council
support moving Howard County to Red. Our Community as a whole is being hit hard by the
virus and this is another important step in showing the urgency of the message while slowing
the spread. | appreciate our local medical community, the Health Department, and County

" government for a great partnership since day one of addressing this pandemic.” said Mayor
Moore.

Backer stated it has become necessary to institute further to mitigate the spread and keep the
health care system from being overwhelmed.

“The Howard County Health Department applauds the tremendous effort of our health care
partners during this extraordinary time. Collaboration between community partners including,
city and county government, first responder agencies, schools, and other local organizations
have been exemplary,” Backer said. “By joining together in this effort, we can make it through
this challenging time.”

Some of these restrictions include:

e Social gatherings of any kind, indoors or outdoors, are limited to 25 people. This does
not include places of worship.

¢ Vulnerable populations should remain isolated, and social and holiday gathering
participation is not advised. All business capacity must adhere to the strict social
distancing guidelines; curbside pickup is preferred.

e Winter indoor K-12 extracurricular and co-curricular activities, including IHSAA sports,
will no longer be allowed a 25% attendance capacity. Rather, these events will be
limited to participants, support personnel and parents/guardians, who are required to
wear face coverings at all times.

More information on the COVID-19 county metrics and requirements can be found at
coronavirus.in.gov.

“While our teams at Community Howard Regional Health are well prepared to care for this
community, the continued surge of positive cases and hospitalizations has the potential to
overwhelm the resources of the healthcare industry in Kokomo and throughout Central Indiana,
as it has in other communities in this country,” said Joe Hooper, president of CHRH, who



supports the decision to place additional restrictions throughout the county that will help to
encourage safe social distancing practices in public.

“Our hospital and physician leadership teams have been in close communication with Howard
County and City of Kokomo leaders throughout this public health crisis and have stressed the
importance of the public’s role in slowing the spread by following the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recommendations of masking and social distancing.”

Margaret Johnson, president of St. Vincent Kokomo, urges residents to protect themselves and
others by continuing the following:

Wear a mask

Wash your hands
Watch your distance
Get your flu shot

“Local and county officials have escalated Howard County’s COVID-19 designation to red.
Ascension St. Vincent is not limiting access or reducing healthcare services, as our patients in
Kokomo and surrounding communities count on us to provide the care they need,” Johnson
said. “We, along with our state, city and county officials, continue to diligently monitor the
situation, and we support their efforts and decisions to maintain safety standards for all
residents. Ascension St. Vincent Kokomo is fully prepared to take care of all our patients
medical needs, both in Ascension Medical Group offices and in our hospital.

“We are grateful to our care teams who come into work every day to ensure the safe and

compassionate care of the patients and communities we serve throughout Howard County and
the entire state of Indiana.”

-END -



ORDINANCE NO. 2020 BCCO-56

COVID-BASED DIRECTIVE OF THE
HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY
OF KOKOMO

WHEREAS, on November 13, 2020 Governor Holcomb issued Executive Order
20-48, which implemented a color-coded system to reflect the severity of impact of
COVID-19 on each county in Indiana based upon several factors, with a RED level
denoting the most severely impacted counties; and

WHEREAS, the Howard County Board of Commissioners pursuant to its statutory
authority under 1.C.10-14-3-29(a)(2) and 1.C.36-8-2 extended the declaration of
local emergency in Howard County to December 30, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Howard County Board of Commissioners continues to reserve the
authority to issue such orders, in addition to the Governor's order, as are
necessary and prudent for Howard County residents and businesses; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners is authorized pursuant to IC 36-8-2-4 to
regulate conduct or use of property that might endanger the public health, safety or
welfare, to impose restrictions on persons that might cause others to contract
disease, and to regulate business for public health and safety purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, due to the increasingly severe
impact of COVID-19 in Howard County, and based upon the strong
recommendation of the Howard County Health Officer and officials from the
County's two hospitals, and the support of the City of Kokomo, Howard County is
hereby elevated to the RED level and all County residents and businesses are
advised to adhere to the RED level of restrictions as outlined in Governor
Holcomb's Executive Order 20-48 which is attached.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon execution.

Read and adopted this 8th day of December, 2020.
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COVID-19 COUNTY METRICS AND REQUIREMENTS

The Indiana Department of Health has established a color-coded county map that measures weekly cases per 100,000 residents and the seven-day
positivity rate for all tests completed. Each county is assigned a color based on the average of scores for the two metrics. The map Is updated each

Wednesday at www.coronavirus.in.gov.

BLUE. The county has a point score of below 1.0 when percent positivity and new cases per 100,000 residents are combined: There Is low community spread.

All general requirements are in effect
Social gatherings of any kind, indoors or autdoors, are limited to 250 people.

A special, seasonal or commercial event for which more than 250 people will

be in attendance, must submit a plan to the local health department at least
seven days in advance of the event and receive approval before proceeding. This
requirement is effective Nov. 22

Evaluate the source of positive tests, undertake targeted testing, quarantine
and isolation

YELLOW. The county has a point score of 1.0 to 1.5 when percent positivity and new cases per 100,000 residents are combined. There is moderate community spread.

« Allgeneral requirements are in effect
- Social gatherings of any kind, indoors or outdoors, are limited to 100 people.
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A special, seasonal or commercial event for which more than 100 people will be in
attendance must submit 2 plan to the local health department at least seven days in
advance of the event and receive approval before proceeding. This requirement is
effective Nov. 22. Event guidance may be found in Executive Order 20-48

Local officials may impose furtherrestrir.tlons
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+ Evaluate the source of positive tests, undertake targeted testing, quarantine
and isolation

Local public health officials, health care providers, elected officials, school
leadership and other key local leaders must convene regularly to discuss actions
that could be implemented to decrease the spread of COVID in their communities

School officials should review plans for all extra-curricular activities and
assemblies to ensure best mitigation practices are being followed
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RED. The county has a point score of 3.0 or higher when percent positivity and new cases per 100,000 residents are combined. Very high positivity and community
spread. When a county is in the red metric, these requirements remain in effect until the metric has returned to orange or lower for two weeks. Local afficials may
impose additional restrictions

.

Allgeneral requirements are in effect. Hoosier businesses remain open.

The Indiana Department of Health will convene local public health officials, local
health care providers, elected officials, school leaders and other key stakehalders
to discuss actions that will be taken, State agencies will provide further support
upon request

Evaluate the source of positive tests, undertake targeted testing, quarantine
and isolation

Saocial gatherings of any kind, indoors or outside, are limited to 25 people
Special, seasonal or commercial events are not advised to be held. A special,
seasonal or commercial event for which more than 25 people are requested to be
in attendance must submit a plan to the local health department at least seven
days in advance of the event and receive approval before proceeding. College
and professional sports events are included. This requirement is effective Nov,
22.Event guidance may be found in Executive Order 20-48

Vulnerable populations should remain isolated, Social and holiday gathering
participation is not advised

All business capacity must adhere to strict social distancing guidelines; curbside
pickup is preferred

Local officials may consider limiting hours for the operation of bars, nightclubs
and restaurants

Attendance at winterindoor K-12 extracurricular and co-curricular activities,
including IHSAA sports, is limited to participants, support personnel and
parents/guardians. Allnon-competing and non-performing participants,
support personnel and attendees are required to wear face coverings at all times
IHSAA football games on Friday, Nov. 20, may continue with attendance limited
to participants, support personnel and parents/guardians. The IHSAA will work
with the Marion County health department on a limited spectator plan for state
championship games

Community recreational sports leagues and tournaments may continue with
participants, required personnel, and parents/guardians only

Senior center activities are suspended
Hoespitals, long:term care and other cangregate settings may impose visitation limits
Reduce the numberof people in common areas and break rooms at one time

Recommendations previously were created to assist schools with decision-making. Those recommendations may be found at:
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/files/20_COVID%20color2620level®%20recommendations_11-17-20.pdf







